[Frequency of measles, rubella, dengue and erythema infectiosum among suspected cases of measles and rubella in the State of Pernambuco between 2001 and 2004].
This study had the aim of investigating the frequency of measles, rubella, dengue and erythema infectiosum among suspected cases of measles and/or rubella in the state of Pernambuco, Brazil. A total of 1,161 serum samples collected between 2001 and 2004 were tested for these four viral diseases, using enzyme immunoassays to detect IgM antibodies. Out of this total, 276 (23.8%) samples were positive for one of the four viral diseases analyzed. There were 196 positive cases (16.9%) for dengue, 38 (3.3%) for erythema infectiosum (parvovirus B19), 32 (2.8%) for rubella and 10 (0.9%) for measles. Among the suspected cases of measles and rubella, dengue infection was the most frequent, followed by parvovirus B19. The similarity of the clinical manifestations among rash diseases contributes towards making it difficult to diagnose measles, rubella, dengue and erythema infectiosum on clinical grounds alone. It must be emphasized that the four tests used were insufficient for diagnosing 76.2% of the febrile and rash diseases notified. This is the first study bringing evidence of human parvovirus B19 circulation in Pernambuco.